$ BUCKINGHAM ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

6066 Buckingham Drive, Burnaby, B.C. V5E 2A4

Telephone: 604-296-9004 Website: http://buckingham.sd41.bc.ca
® Principal: Ms. B. Henderson Head Teacher: Mrs. A. Klassen Secretary: Ms. L. Schiess
The Buckingham Community is working together to create Keep up to date by checking our website
a safe and nurturing environment that recognizes the frequently. Information includes: Newsletters,
unique learning styles of each student. We are Calendars, PAC news, School Growth Plan.
encouraging social responsibility and life long learning.

Newsletter #1 September 5, 2017

Welcome to all of our wonderful Buckingham fa ~ milies. Hopefully you
have had a fantastic summer full of family fun and are e xcited to start back at
school. We have been busy over the last couple of wee ks getting classrooms
organized and planning openi ng week activities. We are still undergoing
construction this fall as our new portable is not quite in place yet. We will all be
doing our best to help each other with spaces an d stay safe around the
construction zone.

During our first week of school, s tudents will be participating in a variety of
activities centered around the theme of respect . This is a wonderful time for our
school community to work together to build a strong , caring community and set the stage for a positive
and productive year.

This week, students will need:

1 proper footwear for participating in many physical activities
1 Crayons, pencil crayons and one sharpened pencil (Grade 1 - 3)
1 Pencil boxes with pen, pencil, eraser, pencil crayons, glue stick and scissors (Grade 4 - 7)

) Friday September 8", Buckingham will continue with the annual tradition of a
b O\ {( T_() “Games Day” in the morning , Family Picnic Lunch, Coffee and Conversation (1pm)),

\S C L \ and Celebration of Learning (COL) Assembly at 2pm in the afternoon . We hope that
oo families are able to join us fo rthe fun and inclusive part of the year . Bring your
A! ‘ favourite picnic food, a blanket, and a ca
= - hopes of beautiful weather . Each family is responsible for their own lunch which will

be held at the regular lunch time (12:07-12:55). Hope to see you there!

Permanent class placements will  likely happen on Monday, September 1 1t as
soon as our student numbers are finalized by the Burnaby School Bo ard . All staff
have been working hard  to ensure that classes are the best learning

environments possible f or all students. Students will not move to their new
classrooms until parents and family members have left the building. This will

\.
\0"935

&Q assist students with developing independence.
Coffee & Conversation
Barbara Henderson . ) )
Youdbre invited to

Principal members of the H&Coffee and

conversation this Friday, Stiptthe
Library from 1:002:00 p.m.

Individual Photo Day 0 Sept. 21st
Terry Fox Run 0 Sept. 22nd § 1-3 pm
Professional Day 0 Friday, Sept. 29" Students Do Not Attend



http://buckingham.sd41.bc.ca/

Money Collection for School Fees
Please keep the following information handy for future use during the school year:

There are several options to choose from when making payments for student activities and events at Buckingham
School. We encourage you to make online payments when this option is available.

Please be aware of the following in  formation:

i It is essential that money and forms are placed in SEALEDenvelopes or bags, clearly 4
| abell ed with the student’s name, di vision #, and__yré"a
i If you are making payments for more than one activity, please place them < U
in separate envelopes. >
John Smith
Div. 7
Pizza Day
Option 1 - ONLINE
1  If this payment option is available, you will receive instructions on each form.
1 Please return the form indicating this and write in the reference number that you will receive.
Online Registration Instructions:
Step 1: Visit https://burnaby.schoolcashonline.com
Step 2: Regi ster by selecting “Get Started Today
Step 3: You will receive a confirmation email

add your child/children to your household account.

There are two online methods:

eCheque : An electronic version of a paper cheque used to make payments online. Anyone with a
chequing/savings account can pay by eCheque through School Cash Online. To pay with an eCheque,
simply enter your account number o n the payment screen and click submit.

myWallet: An onl ine wallet that can be | oaded t o h &hablCashn g
Online. It can take up to 7 days from the date the funds are loaded for funds to become available.

Forfuli nstructions check out Buckingham School's websit g
On-line Payments or visit https://burnaby.schoolcashonline.com

Option 2 - CASH
1 |Ifpaying by CASH: Please send the exact amount. Buckingham School does not carry any change.

Option 3 - CHEQUE
1  Each form will state who to make the cheque payable to. (Eg. Buckingham Elementary School, or other)
1 IMPORTANT If paying by CHEQUE: Due to audit requ irements, it is necessary to write your child’s name,
division, and purpose for payment on the bottom left memo line of your cheque.

School Hours

Allergy Alert

8:55 First Bell We would like to remind families that we are a
9:00 Morning Instruction Begins NUT/PEANUT AWARE SCHOOL. We have several
10:30-10:45 Recess children who have serious and sometimes life -
12:07-12:55 Lunch threatening allergies to peanuts and other nuts.

1:00 Afternoon Instruction Begins

3:00 Dismissal Please do NOT send any snacks, lunchitems or treats

for the clas sthat contain nuts or nut oils

Please respect the learning times for students as much as

- Thank-you for helping keep Buckingham School a safe
possible.

place for everyone.

Students MUST check in at the office if they arrive late.



https://burnaby.schoolcashonline.com/
https://burnaby.schoolcashonline.com/

2017-2018 IMPORTANT DATES (subject to change)

September 5 ... First Day of school
Grades 1-7:...ccoveecnnennnn. 8:55-10:00 am (1 hour only)
Kindergarten.................. K interviews take place Sept 5 & 6
September 21........ccc..e... Individual Photos
September 29..........ccuee... Professional Day - no school
October 9 ..., Thanksgiving Day - school closed
October 12......cccoceiviieenn Photo Retake Day
October 20 .....ccocevveieeviiien, District Professional Day - no school
October 23 ......cccceeeeeenen . Curriculum Implementation Day - no school
November 10 .......cccc.oe..... School Closure Day - school closed
November 13 .......ccccccueee.. Remembrance Day - school closed
November 22/23 ............... Parent Conferences (early dismissal)
November 24 ........cccccueee... District Professional Day - no school
December 15 ... Report Cards go Home
Dec. 25-Jan. 5 ... . Christmas Break - school closed
January 8 ... . School Reopens after Christmas Break
February 12 ..o BC Family Day - school closed
February 16 ......cc.ceveeenns District Professional Day - no school
March 14 ... Report Cards go Home
March 19-30 ....cccceveirenenns Spring Break
April 2 ., . Easter Monday - school closed
April 3 s . School Reopens after Spring Break
April 23 District Professional Day — no school
April 25/26 ....ccoveeiiee, . Parent Conferences (early dismissal)
May 18 ..., . Family Fun Night
May 21 . Victoria Day - school closed
June 4 ..o Professional Day - no school
June 15 . Games Day (subject to change)
June 27 . . Grade 7 Leaving Ceremony
June 28 ..o . Last Day of School (10:00 am dismissal)

Reports handed o ut

We are very excited to welcome the following members to our staff:
V  Ms. B. Carson — she will joining us as o ur new librarian . w g 9
-y
V  Ms. L. Baird — she will be teaching in the upper intermediate . Her E&, L W
classroom will be in  the new portable.

V  Mr. T. Attrill — he will be teaching in the intermediate. His classroom will be in Room 9.

V  Ms. A. Di Lorenzo — she will be joining our Resource Team as our  Head Teacher Relief and English
Language Teacher.

V  Ms. D. Milojkovic — We are thrilled to welcome bac  k Ms. Milojkovic as an Educational Assistant.

V  Ms. Margit Zouaoui — she will be joining us as our new Crossing Guard.




Combined-Grade Classes

Learning Together

Burnaby School District is committed to creating balanced classes that focus on a student’s individual
learning strengths and the needs of the whole child. Additional factors that influence the formation of
classes include shifting enrolment, class size/composition, and school staffing. Often, particularly at the
elementary level, schools will form combined-grade classes.

In a combined-grade class, students from different grades are grouped together in a classroom with
one teacher (eg. Grade 2 and Grade 3). Combined-grade classes are common in Canada. In fact,
a Canadian study on classroom organization found that one out of every five Canadian students

is enrolled in a combined-grade classroom. This means, it is very likely that your child will be in a
combined-grade class during their elementary years.

Do children “learn” differently in combined-grade classrooms?

Children learn and mature at different rates. Intellectual, social, physical and personal development

is not grade level dependent. In every classroom, combined-grade or single-grade, there is a wide
range of children with varying skills and abilities. Teachers are aware of these individual differences and
structure learning activities within the curriculum, according to the needs of each leamer.

Students in combined-grade classes are not held back to the level of younger students nor are they
expected to handle work beyond their ability. Whether a child is an advanced learner, or requires
additional learning support, each is guided to succeed within the grade appropriate learning outcomes.

There are also social benefits to combined-grade classes. Research shows that combined-grade classes:

allow students to learn from one another

encourage students to work together

provide models for younger students

help older students see what they have already learned
promote social responsibility

help students to become independent

foster a positive attitude towards school

How do teachers “teach” in combined-grade classes?

The combined-grade structure does not make a difference in how a teacher teaches students.
Teachers of combined-grade classrooms are familiar and knowledgeable about the curricula for the
grades and subjects they are teaching.

Learning has shifted away from memorizing facts to a more holistic approach that focuses on engaging
the learner through a lens of inquiry-based learning, critical and creative thinking. This approach lends
itself well to combined-grade classes where the emphasis is on teaching students how to evaluate
ideas, make judgements, transfer and apply knowledge, understand processes and access information.

How can | support my child’s learning?

Children in all class formations thrive when parents are involved in the learning process. Here are some
ways to become involved and help your child learn:

¢ Take aninterest in your child’s school work and activities

¢ Monitor their homework

¢ Communicate with the teacher

Offer to volunteer in the school
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Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri
4 5 6 7 8
Labour Day First Day of School First full day Kindergarten Games Day/Family
No School 9:00am — 10:00am Kindergarten gradual entry begins Picnic
AL Coffee / interviews Coffee &
\X ,// conversation in the Conversation
— bﬂ K roﬂ gym 1pm-2pm
School - Kindergarten COL 2pm-3pm
?:’..,.; ‘ \‘\\\\\ interviews
12 13 14 15
Oct/Nov Pizza Chip Sale Day!
orders go home
18 19 20 21 22
Terry Fox Run
Cross Country Meet Oct/Nov Pizza Individual Photos 1pm-3pm
3:30-4:30 orders due COL at 1pm
PAC mtg 6:30pm
25 26 27 28 29
Gr. 6 Immunization Kung Jaadee 9am PRO D Day
(whole school) Students do not
Cross Country Meet Orange Shirt Day attend
3:30-4:30 Young Rembrandts Red Cross
starts 3:15-4:15 Babysitting Course
(library) 8:30-3:30
Grade 6+
Oct 2 Oct 3 Oct4 Oct 5 Oct 6
Chip Sale Day!
Bollywood Week Hot Dog Day Pizza Day COL “Dance

Cross Country Meet
3:30-4:30

Young Rembrandts

Presentation”
Volleyball skills (gym)




